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sheer self-defence the instinct of self-preservation ought to
compel governments to federate into one international world-
State with international tribunals interpreting the laws of an
International Parliament, whose decisions would be enforced
by an executive without whose command appeal to force on
eartft, or air, or sea would be absolutely forbidden."    Mean-
time, Great Britain should miss no opportunity of showing
her non-aggressive policy, and of cultivating the friendship
of the other nations of the world.    Her most important duty
is to see that in international affairs she acts justly accord-
ing to the standard by which the thinking world now judges,
That, however, is not all that is incumbent upon her.    Every-
thing should be done to educate public opinion in favour of
peace, and that should be brought to bear on the Members
of Parliament, and on the governments of the nations of the
world.     The   wise   influence   of individual monarchs, the
pacific inclinations of governments, and the growing con-
viction among civilised nations that war is a crime, and,
therefore, that immense expenditure on armaments is mad-
ness, should lead to their rapid reduction.    In any further
negotiations that are entered into, or treaties that are made,
care should be taken  that they do not involve even the
appearance of hostility to other nations, but, on the contrary,
they should be invited to become members of a friendly
federation.     Confidence on our part of the good faith of
other nations would cause them to emulate our example;
in short, we should, as a nation, act towards other nations as
one gentleman does to another.    It is quite evident that
it is impossible  that civilised democracies should   go on
indefinitely forming ententes and agreements, and loading
themselves with burdens which could not be much heavier if
their relations with their neighbours were as hostile as they
are avowedly friendly.    Sooner or  later they will realise
that it is not enough to cry " Peace " if we are to have it,
and they will insist that their respective governments shall
no longer allow mutual jealousy and distrust to retard the
progress and destroy the happiness of all
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